Editorial 


When I was nine, I received a very nice present from my parents. This was a book, which turned my 
young mind and a significant part of my personal interests in the direction of South-East. 


Since the age of seven, | was already an ‘active’ entomologist, devoting all my spare time to searching 
for insects, particularly beetles. But the book by Alfred Szklarski + (Tomek among headhunters, 1965 or 
Tomek wśród łowców głów as original in Polish) opened my mind to a completely different world of amaz- 
ing cultures, fierce warriors, bright costumes, exotic fruits and the brilliant nature. It was like a revelation 
for a young boy from behind the ‘iron curtain’ of (in those days) ‘soviet’ Latvia. | will avoid the discussion 
on how this ‘fateful’ book affected my life, but it was paramount in developing my scientific interest. 


Many years passed since reading Szklarski’s book for the first time, and, although the global situa- 
tion has changed. Being professional coleopterist and working with the beetle families of Anthicidae and 
Trictenotomidae on a World-scale many years, | never lost the feeling that the Indo-Australian transitional 
region, including the Wallacea, New Guinea and thousands of islands in around are still forgotten and the 
biological value of this region is extremely underestimated. The need for a regular publication devoted 
to the biological and conservation issues of this area was suggested many years ago by numerous biolo- 
gists, biogeographers, evolutionists and nature conservationists from around the globe. 


The final bell rang after several visits to the Moluccas, Raja Ampat and New Guinea, which showed 
the high demand by the scientific community on web based discussion forums for a place to publish 
research on this area. Now after the several years of work and with the assistance of numerous friends 
and colleagues, | am pleased to present the first volume of the ‘Biodiversity, Biogeography and Nature 
Conservation in Wallacea and New Guinea’, a unique contribution to the knowledge of the Indo-Australian 
transition zone by professionals from 12 countries! 


It only remains to be hoped that subsequent research to a wide audience continues to be published. 
We will try to realize the plans of further volumes in order to contribute to the research and protection of 
biological and cultural diversity of the World’s ‘hottest’ biodiversity hotspot. 
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1 Alfred Szklarski (January 21, 1912 in Chicago - April 9, 1992 in Katowice) was a popular Polish author of 
youth literature. His books have been translated also to Russian and Bulgarian. 


